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The following is taken from:                                                      

The Ecclesiastical Year, for Catholic Schools                        

and Institutions, Imprimatur 1903 

On the three days preceding the Feast of the Ascension, 

processions are held, therefore this week is called 

''Rogation Week," from the Latin “rogare"—to ask or to 

pray. The holy bishop Mamertus of Vienne, France, was 

the first to introduce these processions towards the close 

of the fifth century to avert various temporal calamities; 

they found imitation in France, then gradually through-

out Christendom. Formerly these days were days of fast 

and abstinence, as well as of rest from servile work. 

These processions have a twofold object, namely, to be 

reconciled with God by penance, and by prayer to obtain 

new graces and benefits. Our prayers should be for tem-

poral and spiritual blessings: the prosperity of the har-

vest, preservation from evil, the love of God and freedom 

from sin. 

All these requests are contained in the LITANY OF THE 

SAINTS, which is prayed on these days, either in the 

church or in the processions. The special Mass for these 

days is read in violet, the penitential color, and is in-

tended to increase the confidence of the faithful, and to 

enhance the efficacy of their prayers. 
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